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public in searching material of their interest.  
Abstracts of selected articles from different leading 
research journals are provided.  INFORMIT is 
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CRIMINOLOGY 
 
1-1/CRI 
 
CRIME, CLAIRVOYANCE AND THE 
WEIMAR POLICE  
By Heather Wolffram 
Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 44, No. 
4, October 2009, pp. 581-602. 
 
 

During the Weimar years, Germany’s police 
experimented with a wide range of new technologies 
and forensic techniques. Among the more unusual 
of these was so-called criminal telepathy 
(Kriminaltelepathie): the practice of using a telepath 
or clairvoyant to shed light on unsolved crimes. 
Placing the emergence of the criminal telepath in the 
context of interwar crime and occultism, and the 
police interest in these occult practitioners in the 
context of professionalization, this article maintains 
that the Weimar police’s brief flirtation with the 
occult was consistent with, rather than antagonistic 
to, their efforts to professionalize through science. 
This article also explores contemporary critiques of 
this practice, arguing that the bitter polemics against 
criminal telepathy by men such as Albert Hellwig 
and Albert Moll resulted from their belief that the 
activities of clairvoyants endangered the claims of 

criminalists, jurists and psychiatrists to expertise in 
the nascent fields of criminology and criminalistics.  

 

ECONOMICS 
 
1-2/ECO 
 
CAN MICROFINANCE REDUCE 
PORTFOLIO VOLATIALITY? 
By Nicolas Krauss and Ingo Walter 
Economic Development and Cultural Change, 
Vol. 58, No. 1, October 2009, pp. 85-110. 
 
Microfinance is arguably one of the most effective 
techniques for poverty alleviation in developing 
countries. Although traditionally supported by 
nongovernmental organizations and socially-
oriented investors, microfinance institutions (MFIs) 
have increasingly demonstrated their value on a 
stand-alone basis, typically exhibiting low default 
rates combined with attractive returns and growth, 
encouraging greater commercial involvement. This 
paper addresses a related issue - whether 
microfinance shows low correlation with 
international and domestic market performance 
measures. If so, it could form the empirical basis for 
MFI access to capital markets and performance-
driven investors in their search for efficient 
portfolios. Empirical tests of authors do not show 
any exposure of microfinance institutions to global 
capital markets, but significant exposure regarding 
domestic GDP, suggesting that microfinance 
investments may have useful portfolio 
diversification value for international investors, not 
for domestic investors lacking significant country 
risk diversification options. 
 
 
1-3/ECO 
 
PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS IN 
MICRO-FINANCE: SHOULD NGO 
INVOLVEMENT BE RESTRICTED?  
By Jaideep Roy and Prabal Roy Chowdhury 
Journal of Development Economics, Vol. 90, 
No. 2, November 2009, pp. 200-208 
 
This paper examines public-private partnerships in 



micro-finance, whereby NGOs can help in 
channelizing credit to the poor, both in borrower 
selection, as well as in project implementation. The 
authors argue that a distortion may arise out of the 
fact that the private partner, i.e. the NGO, is a 
motivated agent. The authors find that whenever the 
project is neither too productive, nor too 
unproductive, reducing such distortion requires 
unbundling borrower selection and project 
implementation, with the NGO being involved in 
borrower selection only. 
 
 
1-4/ECO 
 
 
THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF 
FINANCIAL SERVICES REFORM IN 
INDIA: EXPLAINING VARIATIONS IN 
POLITICAL OPPOSITION AND BARRIERS 
TO ENTRY 
By Lawrence Saez 
The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 68, No. 4, 
November 2009, pp. 1137-1162. 
 
 
This article offers an explanation for disparities in 
the speed and level of political opposition to reform 
of the financial services sector in India. Focusing on 
the disparity of outcomes in reform of the insurance 
and the banking sector, the author suggests why 
some barriers to entry were present in India during 
the reform process. The author extends this 
argument to explain differing levels of political 
opposition to reform in the banking and insurance 
sectors. To provide empirical support for this 
theoretical construct, the author uses measures of 
market segmentation and market concentration to 
show how specific forms of state ownership helped 
promote divergent types of political opposition that 
built in India during the decision-making stage of 
reform and during the implementation of second-
generation reforms. The experience of financial 
services reform in India offers important lessons for 
the new institutional economics literature on early 
transition elsewhere. 
 
 
 

1-5/ECO 
 
 
‘THIS IS WHAT GROWTH DOES’: BRITISH 
VIEWS OF THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIES 
IN THE PROSPEROUS ‘GOLDEN AGE’ OF 
1951-73  
By Glen O’Hara 
Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 44, No. 
4, October 2009, pp. 697-718. 
 
 
This article attempts to deconstruct and analyse 
British views of the European economies during the 
post-war years of fast growth, low unemployment 
and subdued inflation. Though there had been a 
great deal of academic attention paid to Britons’ self-
perceptions, less research has been conducted as to 
how they saw the most relevant ‘other’: the societies 
and economies on either side of the English 
Channel. Two case-studies are utilized here to 
suggest both how Britons saw themselves by 
reference to their near-neighbours, and to study 
how policy ideas moved around the international 
world of advice, interpretation and global 
governance that was emerging after the Second 
World War. The French and Soviet examples, so 
scrutinized and apparently fascinating at the time, 
are the main focus of the article, though other 
sources of inspiration — German, Scandinavian, 
Italian — are also suggested. The article concludes 
with a brief sketch of the main reasons other 
Europeans’ apparent ‘success’ came to seem so 
important. These include a national sense of 
‘declinism’; the importance of international bodies 
such as the United Nations; and the intertwined 
relationship between domestic and foreign policy 
during the Cold War.  
 
 
1-6/ECO 
 
WHAT DETERMINES FEMALE 
AUTONOMY? EVIDENCE FROM 
BANGLADESH 
By Siwan Anderson and Mukesh Eswaran 
Journal of Development Economics, Vol. 90, 
No. 2, November 2009, pp. 177-191. 



 
This paper examines the determinants of female 
autonomy within households in a developing 
country. In particular, the authors investigate the 
relative contributions of earned versus unearned 
income in enhancing women's autonomy and the 
role of employment outside of their husband's farm. 
In a simple theoretical model, it is demonstrated 
that earned income could be more important than 
unearned income in empowering women. Using 
data from rural Bangladesh, empirical estimations 
confirm this prediction and also reveal the 
surprising fact that it is not employment per se but 
employment outside their husbands' farms that 
contributes to women's autonomy. The data also 
point to the importance of choosing the correct 
threat point in theoretical analyses of female 
autonomy. 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 
 
1-7/EDU 
 
DOES LOCAL SCHOOL CONTROL RAISE 
STUDENT OUTCOMES? EVIDENCE ON 
THE ROLES OF SCHOOL AUTONOMY 
AND PARENTAL PARTICIPATION 
By Victoria Gunnarsson, Peter F. Orazem, 
Mario A. Sanchez and Aimee Verdisco 
Economic Development and Cultural Change, 
Vol. 58, No. 1, October 2009, pp. 25-52. 
 
School autonomy and parental participation have 
been frequently proposed as ways of making schools 
more productive. Less clear is how governments can 
foster decentralized decision-making by local 
schools. This paper shows that across eight Latin-
American countries, most of the variation in local 
control over school decisions exists within and not 
between countries. That implies that the exercise of 
local authority to manage schools is largely a local 
choice only modestly influenced by constitutional 
stipulations regarding jurisdiction over school 
personnel, curriculum and facilities. As a 
consequence, estimated impacts of local school 
autonomy, parental participation or school supplies 

on student performance must account for the 
endogeneity of local efforts to manage schools. 
Empirical tests confirm that local managerial effort 
by the principal and the parents and the adequacy of 
school supplies are strongly influenced by parental 
human capital and the size and remoteness of the 
community, and that these effects are only partially 
moderated by central policies regarding the locus of 
control over the schools. Correcting for 
endogeneity, parental participation and adequacy 
school supplies have strong positive effects on 4th 
grade test performance, but school autonomy has 
no discernable impact on school outcomes. 
 
 
1-8/EDU 
 
EDUCATION AS A PARADIGM IN 
DEVELOPMENT THEORY: A CASE STUDY 
OF PAKISTAN 
By Sanchita Bhattacharya 
Journal of The Research Society of Pakistan, 
Vol. 46, No. 2, July-December 2009, pp. 131-156. 
 
Providing educational facility to its citizens is a very 
important responsibility of any state. The level of 
education is an important indicator of any country’s 
development. A state cannot be called ‘developed’ 
until it has a viable education policy. So, it becomes 
the task of every government to offer an educational 
policy for its populace. The concept of ‘education 
policy’ is a part of Welfare State’s activities. Apart 
from providing the basic needs (food, cloth and 
shelter); the state should involve itself in 
developmental sectors like health, education etc. In 
this case, it will be apt to say that education is a very 
important facet of development. 
The paper integrates the concept of development 
theory from the perspective of international 
relations with the educational scenario of Pakistan. 
Accordingly, stress has been laid on the concept of 
development and education as one of its important 
parameters.  The paper has been divided into five 
sections. The first segment deals with the theoretical 
aspect of development. The orthodox as well as 
alternative model has been mentioned. The ideas of 
W.W. Rostow, Raul Prebisch and A.G. Frank have 
been discussed. The second part encloses the 
importance of education in the development theory.  



The third part discusses how education is perceived 
in Pakistan or in other words, the educational 
backdrop of the Pakistan state.  The forth 
component of the paper throws light on the 
Governmental initiatives in the field of education. 
The era wise analysis of the educational policies is 
present in this part followed by the final segment 
containing concluding remarks. 
 
 

MASS MEDIA 
 
1-9/MAS 
 
INTERNET PROTOCOL TV IN 
PERSPECTIVE: A MATRIX OF 
CONTINUITY AND INNOVATION  
By Pyungho Kim 
Television & New Media, Vol. 10, No. 6, 
November 2009, pp. 536-545 
 

The telecommunications firms have continually 
attempted to introduce a new intelligent television 
system for the past thirty-plus years by making the 
best use of ever-developing information and 
communication technologies, changes in media 
consumption patterns, collapse of regulatory 
barriers, and so on. Internet protocol TV (IPTV) is 
the most recent version of such corporate attempts. 
This article contextualizes IPTV in terms of its 
history, identity, and challenges. Despite the rhetoric 
of newness, IPTV is a replica of the interactive TV 
of the past, which has a turbulent genealogy of its 
own. Even with the interactive services based upon 
advanced IP technology, it is not structurally 
different from conventional television as the 
medium is organized following the TV model. In 
addition to competition, a contradiction between the 
open internet and walled-garden IPTV will pose 
critical challenges to the medium. However, IPTV is 
still evolving, and its future is not yet fully 
determined.  

 
1-10/MAS 
 
THREE DIMENSIONALITY: TAXONOMY 
OF ICONOC, LINGUISTIC AND AUDIO 
MESSAGES IN TELEVISION NEWS  

By Magdalena E. Wojcieszak 
Television & New Media, Vol. 10, No. 6, 
November 2009, pp. 459-481. 
 

Visual critics interested in news primarily analyze 
still photographs in print media. Thus, the questions 
of how images in television news are contextualized, 
complemented, displaced, explained, or contradicted 
by the auditory channel and linguistic messages on 
the screen have not been studied extensively. Based 
on an exploratory content analysis of CNN, 
MSNBC, and FOX News coverage of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks and Hurricane Katrina, the author 
categorizes the interplay between the three modes of 
information transmission in the broadcast news: 
moving footage (iconic messages), on-screen textual 
elements (linguistic messages), and voiceover (audio 
messages). The analysis identifies six organizing 
categories: (1) polysemy reduction, (2) meaning 
attainment through audio, (3) reinforcement, (4) 
contextualization and acquiring meaning, (5) 
contradiction, and (6) slogano-symbolism. These 
categories provide an interpretative framework for 
visual analyses of television news and offer new 
directions for research.  

 

 
POLITICS 
 
 
1-11/POL 
 
BEHIND AN OFFSHORE MASK: 
SOVEREIGNTY GAMES IN GLOBAL 
POLITICAL ECONOMY  
By William Vlcek 
 
Third  World Quarterly, Vol. 30, No. 8, 2009, pp. 
1465-1482. 
This study of global financial flows and offshore 
financial centres (OFCs) draws on the concept of 
nomadology as developed by Gilles Deleuze and 
Felix Guattari to argue that OFCs not only facilitate 
the circulation of global capital, but also serve to 
create the means for identity arbitrage. This concept 
highlights the use of the offshore in order to benefit 
from the variety of preferential measures offered to 
foreign firms and investment capital. State 



sovereignty authorizes legislation by regimes to 
attract and regulate foreign investment. International 
banking statistics are examined for indications of the 
use of and impact from exploiting the offshore to 
establish a different national identity in pursuit of 
the greatest available return on investment. The 
paper concludes that the design of legislation by 
onshore states is just as complicit in the positive and 
negative effects of the offshore economy as are the 
small sovereign economies that host an OFC.  
 
 
1-12/POL 
 
KASHMIR: RIPE FOR RESOLUTION?  
By Moeed Yusuf and Adil Najam 
Third World Quarterly, Vol. 30, No. 8, 2009, pp. 
1503-1528. 
 
This paper documents and analyses 46 proposals 
made between 1947 and 2008 for resolving the 
India-Pakistan dispute over Jammu and Kashmir. 
The authors conduct a content analysis to recognize 
the patterns that emerge from these formulations 
and identify the key elements that recur over time. 
Analysis of authors suggests that the dispute may be 
more 'ripe' for resolution today than it has ever been 
in the past. For the first time in the dispute's history, 
there is growing convergence over a core element of 
the solution, i.e. granting autonomy to Kashmiris. 
This is matched by a virtual consensus on the 
'catalysts', namely soft borders to allow relatively 
free human and economic exchange within Jammu 
and Kashmir, the notion of Kashmiri involvement 
in any negotiations on the issue and demilitarisation 
of the state. Ripeness alone, however, does not lead 
to resolution. Over the years various dynamic 
proposals have been made, which means that this 
particular convergence could also dissipate, as some 
of the prior ones have. There is a potential window 
of opportunity today, but it will not last indefinitely.  
 
 
1-13/POL 
 
LEAVING SECURITY IN SAFE HANDS: 
IDENTITY, LIGITIMACY AND COHESION 
IN THE NEW AFGHAN AND IRAQI 
ARMIES 

By Sven Gunnar Simonsen 
Three World, Vol. 30, No. 8, 2009, pp. 1483-1502. 
 
Built by outside powers and targeted against local 
insurgents, the new national armies of Afghanistan 
and Iraq are fragile institutions. The legitimacy of 
these forces is limited in the deeply divided societies 
in which they exist. Whereas low levels of legitimacy 
exert a disintegrative pressure upon an army, 
cohesion counterweighs such pressure. This article 
engages the theory of military unit cohesion for the 
purpose of increasing understanding of the 
challenges to cohesion faced by the new armies of 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Two main sources of 
legitimacy for the new armies are discussed: the 
(ethnic/sectarian) composition of the forces, and 
their respective missions. Challenges to cohesion are 
found to depend on how soldiers are recruited and 
units composed: ethnically/sectarian mixed units 
may disintegrate because of weak horizontal 
cohesion; homogeneous units (particularly when 
recruited as groups and not individually) may 
splinter off because of weak vertical cohesion. The 
article also argues that promoting an image of the 
army as 'national' within a society may reduce 
disintegrative pressures.  
 

 
1-14/POL 
 
LONG TIME GOING: RELIGION AND 
THE DURATION OF CRUSADING  
By Michael C. Horowitz 
International Security, Vol. 34, No. 2, Fall 2009, 
pp. 162-193. 
 
 
Scholars have argued for centuries about the relative 
importance of religion in determining behavior. Do 
actors with genuine religious beliefs, both leaders 
and foot soldiers, actually fight wars and commit 
atrocities in the name of religion and religious 
institutions? Or is religion a proxy for materialist 
variables such as land grabs or wealth creation? A 
case study of the Catholic Crusading movement and 
an evaluation of Crusading as an institution 
demonstrate that religiously motivated military 
campaigns, when decisive conclusions are not 



possible, may last longer than other campaigns 
because of the nonmaterial reasons for continuing 
to fight. Despite spectacular failures and rising costs, 
Crusading continued for centuries. The evidence 
shows that it is impossible to comprehend the 
persistence of Crusading over a several-hundred-
year period without understanding the religious 
devotion at the heart of this institution. This 
research contributes to growing work in 
international relations on the importance of identity 
attributes and helps to explain how factors such as 
religion can influence processes such as crisis 
bargaining and war termination. This article 
demonstrates the importance of religion as a driving 
force behind the Crusade. 
 
 
1-15/POL 
 
PAK-CHINA SECURITY RELATIONS AND 
MUTUAL VENTURES    
By Muhammad Ishaque Fani 
Journal of The Research Society of Pakistan, 
Vol. 46, No. 2, July-December 2009, pp. 81-100. 
 
Pak-China friendship has developed the regional 
perspective on the basis of mutuality of interests 
and they have upheld friendly and versatile relations 
in Post 9/11 period, even though they built policy 
adjustment in order to deal with changing global 
conditions. The well established performance of 
copious talks on mutual, regional and global matters, 
exchange visits of senior civil and military officials, 
and other excellent spirit visits were kept on swing 
during these years. China’s leadership, in spite of, 
such stress at a critical phase of their economic 
growth, did not alter its principle stand on hold up 
to Pakistan for keeping up an equilibrium of power 
in region, entirely essential for Pakistan’s national 
security, integrity and sovereignty. This Paper looks 
at the Pakistan’s security relations with China after 
the cold war. 
 
 
1-16/POL 
 
THE PROSPECT OF TURKEY’S EU 
MEMBERSHIP AS REPRESENTED IN THE 

BRITISH NEWSPAPERS THE TIMES AND 
THE GUARDIAN, 2002-2005  
By Sevilay Z. Aksoy 
Journal of European Studies: Literature and 
Ideas From the Renaissance to the Present, Vol. 
39, No. 4, December 2009, pp. 469-506 
 

This article examines the prospect of Turkey’s EU 
membership as presented in two influential British 
newspapers and their Sunday editions (The 
Guardian/Observer and The Times/Sunday Times) 
during the eventful period of 2002—5, when 
Turkey’s expectations of setting a date for the start 
of accession talks overlapped with the establishment 
in Turkey of a single party government with roots in 
political Islam, the preparatory phase of the EU 
constitution, and the terrorist attacks on British 
targets in Istanbul. The particular aim is to find out 
how the enthusiastic support of the British 
government for Turkey’s EU membership was 
reflected and evaluated in the press, and what 
particular arguments (pragmatic, moral and 
ethical—political) were put forward either for or 
against. A discourse analysis of the papers’ regular 
columnists and news correspondents suggests that 
although The Guardian/Observer and The 
Times/Sunday Times do not hold radically different 
views on the issue, and are close to the British 
government’s pro-Turkish stance, they differ in their 
degree of support for Turkey’s EU membership and 
the rationale they deploy to support their respective 
positions.  

 
 
1-17/POL 
 
TRANSFORMATION OF COLLECTIVE 
IDENTITY IN PALESTINE    
By Mahmoud Mi’ari 
Journal of Asian And African Studies, Vol. 44, 
No. 6, December 2009, pp. 579-598. 
 

Unlike the relatively rich literature on collective 
identity of Palestinians in Israel, very few studies, as 
far as we know, dealt with collective identity of 
Palestinians in other collectivities, especially those in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 



This article focuses on transformation of collective 
identity in the West Bank and Gaza Strip after the 
‘Nakba’ (catastrophe) of 1948. The article argues 
that Arab identity, which was dominant in Palestine 
during the Mandate period, continued to be 
dominant after the ‘Nakba’. The weak Palestinian 

identity started to strengthen continuously among all 
Palestinians after the June War of 1967. In the Israeli 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, Palestinian 
identity greatly intensified and became the strongest 
identity in the last two to three decades. Comparison 
of collective identity before and after the Oslo 

Agreement shows that while under the Palestinian 
Authority (PA), Palestinian identity remained the 
strongest identity, Muslim identity and clan (or 
hamula) identity have greatly intensified.  

 
1-18/POL 
 
TRANSFORMATIVE CHOICES: LEADERS 
AND THE ORIGINS OF INTERVENTION 
STRATEGY   
By Elizabeth N. Saunders 
International Security, Vol. 34, No. 2, Fall 2009, 
pp. 119-161. 
 

When and why do great powers seek to transform 
foreign institutions and societies through military 
interventions? What role does executive leadership 
play in influencing the choice of intervention 
strategy, especially the degree to which an 
intervention interferes in the domestic institutions 
of the target state? A typology of political leaders 
based on whether they believe that the internal 
characteristics of other states are the ultimate source 
of threats indicates that these threat perceptions 
shape the cost-benefit calculation leaders make 
when they confront intervention decisions; they also 
have important consequences for how states 
intervene. A comparison of the beliefs of President 
John F. Kennedy and President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
as well as their decision-making during the Vietnam 
War, illustrates how the theory operates. 

 
 

1-19/POL 
 
WHAT’S IN A LINE? IS PARTITION A 
SOLUTION TO CIVIL WAR?   
By Nicholas Sambanis and Jonah Schulhofer-
Wohl 
International Security, Vol. 34, No. 2, Fall 2009, 
pp. 82-118. 
 
 
Does territorial partition of countries in civil wars 
help to end these wars, reducing the risk of 
recurrence? Researchers have proposed territorial 
partition with or without formal recognition of 
sovereignty as a solution to civil wars and a way to 
create self-enforcing peace. Quantitative studies of 
the effect of partition on the risk of renewed civil 
war, however, suffer several main shortcomings, 
including conflicting results in the extant literature 
that result mainly from data coding differences, 
selective use of case histories, and methodological 
problems. A new data set and a benchmark 
empirical analysis find that, on average, partition is 
unlikely to reduce the risk of a return to civil war 
and, in some cases, may increase that risk. 
 
 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
 
1-20/PUB  
 
PRIVACY AS ROGUERY: PERSONEL 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION IN AN AGE 
OF TRANSPARENCY  
By J.C. Sharman 
Public Administration, Vol. 87 No. 4, 2009, pp. 
717-731. 
 
A fundamental shift has occurred in the relationship 
between the state and the individual regarding 
financial privacy. The onus is now on citizens to 
show why governments should not have access to 
their personal financial information, rather than 
governments having to show why they should. This 
article argues that this shift has come about in large 
part because of the activities of autonomous and 
influential transnational networks of regulators. 
These regulatory networks have systematically 



favoured administrative efficiency and transparency 
at the expense of privacy in designing responses to 
financial crimes. Evidence is drawn from an 
examination of recent policy developments in 
countering tax evasion, money laundering, and the 
financing of terrorism. Currently, the principle of 
financial transparency suggests that financial privacy 
inhibits the fight against criminals and terrorists; by 
extension, asserting a right to privacy indicates some 
kind of roguery afoot. 
 
 

SOCIOLOGY 
 
1-21/SOC 
 
DIFFERENCES IN SELF-ESTEEM OF 
ORPHAN CHILDREN AND CHILDREN 
LIVING WITH THEIR PARENTS  
By Yasmin Nilofer Farooqi & Marina Intezar 
Journal of the Research Society of Pakistan, Vol. 
46, No. 2, July-December 2009, pp. 115-130. 
 
The current research examined the difference in 
self-esteem of orphan children and children living 
with their parents. Self-esteem is the feeling of being 
happy with your character and abilities. It is obvious 
in a wonderful feeling of inner balance, grounded on 
self-acceptance and a healthy, comforting self-
respect towards you. This is totally different from 
self-confidence which is deeply rooted in what you 
believe you can attain. 
The findings of this research suggest that there is a 
significant difference in self-esteem of the orphan 
children and the children living with their parents. 
The orphan children reported lower self-esteem 
than the children living with their parents.  The 
findings of this research have implications for 
understanding the emotional state of mind and 
personality development of the the children living in 
orphanages as compared to those who are living 
with both parents.   
 
 
1-22/SOC 
 
DO EXISTING CORRUPTION LEVELS 
MATTER IN CONTROLLING 

CORRUPTION? CROSS-COUNTRY 
QUANTILE REGRESSION ESTIMATES 
By Sherriyn M. Billger, Rajeev K. Goel 
Journal of Development Economics, Vol. 90, 
No. 2, November 2009, pp. 299-305. 
 
 
The authors examine the determinants of corruption 
using recent cross-sectional data for nearly one 
hundred countries. While the causes of corruption 
have drawn economists' interest in recent years, the 
main contribution of the authors is to examine the 
corruption determinants throughout the conditional 
distribution of corruption across nations. Are there 
different causes of corruption in highly corrupt 
nations compared to the least corrupt countries? For 
instance, the authors examine whether greater 
democracy and more economic freedom 
consistently reduce corruption among the most and 
the least corrupt. Results for the significant 
determinants support some findings in the literature, 
but also provide new conclusions. In many cases, 
quintile regression estimates are quite different from 
those from OLS regressions. Among the most 
corrupt nations, larger governments and greater 
economic freedom do not appear to reduce 
corruption, but greater democracy seems to alleviate 
it. The results of the study suggest that some current 
corruption control policies may be reconsidered, 
especially among the most corrupt and least corrupt 
nations 
 
 
1-23/SOC 
 
THE BONDED LABOUR SYSTEM IN 
NEPAL: PERSPECTIVES OF HALIYA AND 
KAMAIYA CHILD WORKERS 
By Birendra Giri 
Journal of Asian And African Studies, Vol. 44, 
No. 6, December 2009, pp. 599-623. 
 
This in-depth study carried out over a period of one 
year focuses on the life-worlds of haliya and kamaiya 
child workers from Morang and Bardiya districts, 
respectively. The participants, from ethnic Musahar 
and Tharu backgrounds, become bonded labourers 

to earn household income and are unable to attend 
full-time schooling. While a few have managed to 



forge a ‘study-work’ contract with their employers, 
the vast majority are working in difficult 
circumstances just to support their families. Given 

the tremendous physical and psychosocial impact 
from being a haliya or a kamaiya worker, all children 
want to stop working if they could receive external 
support on educational and skills learning activities 
to improve their future life prospects.  

 
 

1-24/SOC 
 
THE POVERTY OF STATISTICS AND THE 
STATISTICS OF POVERTY 
By Alan Freeman 
Third World Quarterly, Vol. 30, No. 8, 2009, pp. 
1427-1448. 
 
 

This paper critiques the picture of world growth and 
world inequality generally disseminated by 
international agencies. The positive view commonly 
presented depends on the widespread consensus 
that economic performance should be measured 
using ‘Purchasing Power Parity’ (PPP) statistics, 
instead of market exchange rates.  
Although originally conceived narrowly as a basis 
for comparing living standards, PPP indicators are 
now promoted, with scant pause for critical thought, 
as a unique and unexceptionable standard for 
comparing and aggregating national income 
statistics.  
To get to the heart of the flaws in the PPP concept, 
this article adopts a unique approach: it accepts the 
claims made on their behalf at face value. It shows 
that, even on the basis of these claims, the wrong 
conclusions have been drawn, which in turn shows 
that they are not fit for purpose.  
By comparing PPP and Market Exchange Rate 
measures of inequality it shows that what really took 
place, in the closing decades of the last century, was 
a systematic reduction in the prices of consumption 
goods in the third world. PPP statistics have 
concealed this underlying and unsustainable trend, 
allowing it to be packaged as a stable  
reduction in poverty. Neither genuine growth,  
nor lasting and sustainable poverty  
reduction, were achieved over this period.  

The fall in the price of consumer goods masked a 
systematic failure, for much of the third world, to 
overcome the central problem of development – the 
high price of capital goods, which PPP statistics 
understate and, intermediate goods, which PPP 
statistics completely omit. 
 
 
 
1-25/SOC 
 
UP IN SMOKE: TOBACCO USE, 
EXPENDITURE ON FOOD, AND CHILD 
MALNUTRITION IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES 
By Steven Block / Patrick Webb 
Economic Development and Cultural Change, 
Vol. 58, No. 1, October 2009, pp. 1-24. 
 
This paper explores the impact of expenditure on 
smoking products in low income households on 
child nutrition, as mediated via reduced food 
expenditure. On the basis of data from a large 
household survey in rural Indonesia, the study finds 
that low income households containing at least one 
smoker tend to divert a significant amount of scarce 
income to tobacco products and that relatively more 
of the diversion is drawn from food than from 
nonfood purchases. This results in a real decline in 
the quantity and quality of food consumed in the 
poorest households, which is associated with a 
statistically significant reduction in the nutritional 
status of children in those households. In other 
words, parental smoking increases child malnutrition 
via its displacement effect on food consumption—
an intuitive but rarely documented empirical finding. 
Attention is needed to finding appropriate 
mechanisms for enhancing food and nutrition in 
poorest households in tandem with investments in 
public health information systems that highlight 
these indirect, as well as direct, links between 
smoking and child well being. 

 


